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PROPOSED EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of enabling a client to access content, the 
method comprising: 

receiving, on a client, an instruction from a client application indicating a client 
request to access content; 

accessing, by the client application and on the client, a list of content sources 
capable of rendering the content for which access is requested by the client; 

requesting, using the client application on the client, identical portions of the 
content from each of the content sources in the list of the content sources; 

measuring a first perfomnance metric for a first content s ource of the content 
sources based on the identical portion received from the first content source; 

measuring a second performance metric for a second content source of the 
content sources based on the identical portion received fro m the second content 
source: 

th e id e nt i ca l port i o n s of the cont o nt, a p o rf or mano e m e tric 4 e& oribing an a b ili ty f or t he 
oont o nt soufc e to support tho c li ent as m e a s ured by the c l iont botwoG B -eaoh of th e - a t 
l ea s t two of the oontont - ^uro e s; 

comparing the first performance metric and the second performance metric 
p e rformano e H = n e t f i e s for th e coR tenl-s& uro e s ; 

selecting, using the client application on the client, among the content sources 
based on the comparison of th e p e fformano e m e tr i oo for the oontont couroes to identify 
a content source to be accessed by the client; and 
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rendering, using tlie client application on the client, tlie identical portion of the 

accessed content and a subsequent portion of content that follows the identical portion 

of the accessed content from the selected content source. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising accessing the content 
source selected. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising monitoring 
communications exchanged with the content source selected to determine a selected 
connection state to detennine if an alternate content source should be accessed, 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3 further comprising repeating 
the dotorm l n i ng measuring and selecting when the selected connection state indicates 
that the alternate content source should be accessed. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3 further comprising monitoring the state 
of at least one of the content sources not selected from within the list of content sources 
so that the alternate content source may be selected when the connection state 
indicates the alternate content source should be accessed. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein receiving the list of 
content sources i nclud e s comprises receiving the list of content sources from a host. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6 wherein the list of content sources is 
received in response to authenticating. 
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8. {Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein cl etemnin i ng 
measuring the first performance metric and the second performance metric comprises 
i f^e tt ri es polling at laasf two of tho content Bourc es the first content s ource and the 
second content source with a polling request. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein p o lli ng at l e a s t - tw e 
of the content souro e s i ne l t i d es a Dollina comprises transmitting a stream request to 
each of the content sources in the list of content sources. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 8 wherein dotorm i n i ng 
measuring the first p erformance metric and the second performance metric i no l iJd e& 
comprises identifying [[a]] the first content source with a response to the polling request 
that is received before a response to the polling request from the second content source 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein d etermin i ng 
measuring the firet performance metric i nc l ud e s comprises identifying that the [[a]] first 
content source is able to sustain an identified throughput rate, 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein identifying that the 
first content source te able to sustain the identified throughput rate i nclud e s comprises 
identifying that the first content source able to sustain the identified throughput rate 
for a specified duration. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein d e t e rmin i ng 
measuring the first p erformance metric and the second performance metric comprises 
i nclud e s identifying the content source with a highest throughput rate. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein determin i ng 

measuring the firsl performance metric and the second performance metric comprises 
inc l ud e s ranking at least the first content source and the second content sourcre twe-ef 



15. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising using the ranking to 
select a backup content source to be accessed when the content source selected for 
access experiences an interrupt condition. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising maintaining a relative 
ranking among at least two of the content sources not selected by transmitting 
subsequent polling requests to the content sources not selected. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising establishing and 
maintaining a connection to one or more of the content sources not selected from 
among the list while accessing the content source selected. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising switching to one of the 
content sources not selected from the list when access to the content source selected Is 
determined to be inferior to access available using the content source that is accessed. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A content access system comprising: a client with a 
processor that comprises: 
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a content access code segment stnjctured and arranged to receive an 

Instruction from a client application indicating a client request to access content; 

a source selection code segment stmctured and arranged to: 

access, by the client application, a list of content sources capable 

of rendering tlie content for which access is requested by the client, and 

request, using the client application on the client, identical portions 

of the content from each of the content sources in the list of the content sources; 

a commun i cat i ons interfac e measurement code segment structured and 

arranged to (i) measure a first perfomnance metric for a first content source of the 

content sources based on the identical portion received fnam the first content source 

and fii^ measure a second performance metric for a second content source of_the_ 

content sources based on the identical portion received from the seco nd content 

source: determin e , us i ng tho o li ont app l ication on th e -e He nt and bas e d on roguosting th e 

i d e nt i ca l port i ons of the cont e nt, a p e rformance metr i c d e scrib i ng on ab ili ty for th e 

cont e nt s ourc e to support the c l ient ao m e asured by the c li ent b e tw e en oach of th e at 

l e ast two of tho content eouroes ; and 

a selection code segment structured and arranged to: 

compare the first perfonnance metric and the second performance 

metric th o p o rfomnanoo - metrio s for th e content sourc e s ; 

select, using the client application on the client, among the content 

sources based on the comparison of tho perfomriano e motr l os for th e cont e nt 

Gouroeo to Identify a content source to be accessed by the client; and 
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a rendering code segment structured and arranged to render, using tlie 

client application on the client, the identical portion of the accessed content and a 

subsequent portion of content that follows the identical portion of the accessed content 

from the selected content source. 

20. (Original) The content access system of claim 19 further comprising a 
retrieval code segment structured and arranged to access the content source selected. 

21 . (Original) The content access system of claim 1 9 further comprising a first 
monitoring code segment structured and arranged to monitor communications 
exchanged with the content source selected to determine a selected connection state to 
determine if an alternate content source should be accessed. 

22. (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 21 further 
comprising a repeating code segment structured and arranged to repeat €letefmfR4n§ 
measuring and selecting operations when the selected connection state indicates that 
the alternate content source should be accessed. 

23. (Original) The content access system of claim 21 further comprising a 
second monitoring code segment structured and arranged to monitor the state of at 
least one of the content sources not selected from within the list of content sources so 
that the alternate content source may be selected when the connection state indicates 
the alternate content source should be accessed. 
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24. (Original) The content access system of claim 19 wherein the source 
selection code segment is structured and a^anged to receive the list of content sources 
from a host. 

25. (Previously Presented) The content access system of claim 24 wherein 
the source selection code segment is structured and arranged to receive the list of 
content sources in response to authenticating, 

26. (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 1 9 wh e r e in the 
further comprising a communications interface [[is]] structured and arranged to transmit 
a polling request to at least two of the content sources in the list of content sources. 

27. (Previously Presented) The content access system of claim 26 wherein 
the communications interface is structured and arranged to transmit a stream request to 
each of the content sources In the list of content sources. 

28. (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 26 wherein the 
communications I nterfac e measurement code segment Is structured and arranged to 
identify a first content source from the list of content sources whose with-a response to 
a polling request [[that]] is received before other responses from other content sources 
included in the list of content sources. 

29. (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 19 wherein the 
commun i oat i ons i nterfao e measurement code segment is stmctured and arranged to 
identify a fifst content source from the list of content sources able to sustain an 
identified throughput rate. 
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30. (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 29 wherein the 
communicat i on s Interfaoe measurement code segment is structured and arranged to 
identify a fipst content source fromjhe_list-0fjiontejni_t_s_^^^^^ able to sustain the 
identified throughput rate for a specified duration. 

31 . (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 1 9 wherein the 
communications i nt e rfaoe measurement code segment is structured and arranged to 
identify [[the]] a content source from the list of content sources with a highest throughput 
rate. 

32. (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 1 9 wherein the 
G ommoR ie at i QR S-i fiterfa s e measurement code segment Is structured and arranged to 
rank at least two of the content sources. 

33. (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 32 wherein the 
communications I nt e rfao e measurement code segment is structured and arranged to 
use the ranking to select a backup content source to be accessed when the content 
source selected for access experiences an interrupt condition. 

34. (Currently Amended) The content access system of claim 32 wherein the 
eemmb i n i e a t i ons -i frtGrf aee measurement code segment is stmctured and arranged to 
maintain a relative ranking among at least two of the content sources not selected by 
transmitting subsequent polling requests to the content sources not selected. 

35. (Original) The content access system of claim 32 wherein the 
communications interface is stnjctured and arranged to maintain a connection to one or 
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more of the content sources not selected from among the list while accessing the 
content source selected. 

36. (Original) The content access system of claim 32 wherein the 
communications interface is structured and arranged to switch to one of the content 
sources not selected from the list when access to the content source selected Is 
determined to be Inferior to access available using the content source that is accessed. 
37^5. (Cancelled) 
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